
The Annotated Bibliography 
 
Purpose: 

An annotated bibliography is a research tool that scholars use to organize and keep 
track of the secondary sources that they have collected. This genre includes a list of 
citations for the sources collected, each followed by a brief "annotation" that 
summarizes the source and justifies the relevancy of it. The goal here is to convince 
your audience, and sometimes yourself, that the sources you have chosen to work 
with were carefully and purposefully selected. This is a really helpful tool for keeping 
track of your research before you go into writing a full research paper.  

Your Assignment: 
 

Your second high-stakes writing assignment is your annotated bibliography, which 
is a genre that allows for scholars to collect their sources and begin mapping out 
connections between them based on your chosen research topic. This is your space 
to find your scholarly, secondary sources, and to make sure that they are all going to 
be useful for your project when you write your final research paper during the next 
unit.  

Your Annotated Bibliography must include: 

• Begin your bibliography with a carefully crafted literature review (typically 2-3 
double-spaced pages) that announces your scholarly conversation and 
explains the current conversation happening between your secondary sources. 
Using your sources during this unit and annotated below, you will need to 
synthesize all six of your secondary sources to show what past scholars have 
studied and argued.  

• Six individual annotations (250-350 words each) for each of the secondary 
sources you selected. These annotations must include a proper APA or MLA 
citation for the article followed by two paragraphs: 

o The first paragraph must summarize the main points or findings from the 
secondary source you read. You want to use your summary to provide a 
clear overview of the article and the ways in which they use your 
framework, without any discussion of yourself, why you picked it, or how 
you feel about their study. You should rely heavily on paraphrasing and 



summary with minimal or no quoting. All textual support guidelines 
must be followed, so be sure to carefully avoid plagiarizing here. 

o The second paragraph must discuss why you selected this source for 
your project. First, think about the source's relevancy to other sources 
here and how this source would "talk" to your other sources. What 
conversations would these authors' have if they were in a parlor 
together?  Second, make sure to argue that this is actually a necessary 
source that will help you write your final research paper. If you are 
unable to justify that source, you may need to switch it out for a different 
one.  

Your annotation should look something like this (I’m using MLA for this example, but 
you can use APA if you’d like):  

 

Last Name, First Name. Article Title. Title of the Journal the Article Was In. Volume #, The 

Press/Publisher, date published, pages. 

 

 This article discusses evidence supporting the existence of dragons. It points out 

incorrectly assembled dinosaur skeletons, the possibility of magic, and the deliberate efforts of 

the government to hide dragons from us to support its claims.  

 This source is unique, because while it does address arguments that dragons don’t exist, 

it’s one of the few that points out reasons why they could exist and provides detailed evidence. It 

supports its argument with both science and pseudoscience, both of which are important topics 

that I want to cover in my own research paper.  

 

(You’ll need longer, and probably more in-depth supporting paragraphs than I used 

in this example, but hopefully this makes its point.)   



These sources can present a number of things depending on your interest in your 
topic: they can be objective research on your topic, articles arguing for a certain 
position, articles pointing out a problem, etc. I recommend that you pay attention to 
the genres that may appear or be mentioned in these articles (where are these 
articles are getting their research from? What unique forms of writing are they looking 
at? Tweets? Menus? Battle plans?). I would also note the style of language being used 
and any vocabulary specific to that topic that’s being included. (You do not have to 
include this information about genre or style in your paragaphs, but you can if you 
want.) At this time, you should also use this gathered information to refine your 
research question in preparation for your formal research proposal. 

Secondary Source Requirement: 

You are required to have a minimum of six secondary sources, but you are welcome 
to use more if needed. A secondary source is essentially any research that is not raw 
data that you yourself have collected. It includes essays, articles, interviews 
conducted by other people, etc. All of your sources must be peer-reviewed articles 
related to the field of writing and rhetoric, as explained during this unit. I suggest 
trying to stick with sources related to your framework and scholarly conversation. For 
example, if you have chosen to study academic genres this semester and you include 
six sources in your paper, at least four should be about academic genres. The 
remaining two can be related to your actual line of inquiry if relevant and helpful, or 
you can find all six about your framework. 

 

Keep in Mind:  

• For more help with citation formatting, you can check out Purdue Owl online or 
visit the University Writing Center (I’m not sure if they’ll be open this year due 
to the pandemic, but keep them in mind for future semesters if nothing else). 

• Annotations should be listed in alphabetical order by author’s last name.  
• Since your research proposal has not yet been finalized, your research 

question and related sources will likely change as you discover things you 
might be more interested in or as you narrow down your question. You will 
add to (and maybe subtract from) your annotated bibliography throughout the 
semester.  

• Your final bibliography will be turned in with your final portfolio. 
• An annotated bibliography should be a means of helping YOU go back and 

find appropriate sources to study and reference.  



• The bibliography you create in your final paper will be useful not only because 
it credits those whose work you studied, but also so that anyone interested in 
learning more about your topic can trace its origins.  

• Your formal research proposal will take different forms depending on the 
community you are researching and the writing appropriate to it. Keep in mind 
how genres (forms of writing within a community) appear, what these genres 
consist of, and why they appear that way.  

• • A “trick”: if you’re having trouble finding useful sources, check out the 
citations of articles you find. See where other scholars got their information 
from. It may help you sift through the vast sea of information a little faster.  

• You and I will be conferencing to have a look at your Annotated Bibliography 
before the due date so we can see what kind of sources you’re looking at and 
think about any additional information or sources that might help.  

 
 
 


